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Gender    Male 
Academic degree  Ph.D. (Dr.polit.) in Economics, 2002, University of Bergen, Norway. 
Current positions Research Professor, NORCE Society, Bergen, Norway. 
   Professor II, Department of Economics, University of    
   Bergen, Norway. 
   Research Leader of the research group Health Services and Health  
   Economics, NORCE Society. 
   Coordinator with teaching responsibilities, Master Course in Health  
   Economics (HELØK 610) (January 2011 - ), University of Bergen. 
 
Affiliation   Health Economic Research in Bergen (HEB) (since 2000). 
 
Working experiences   Sept. 2016 -  Research Professor, UNI Research Rokkan Centre 
   April 2011 – September 2016:  
     Senior Researcher, UNI Research Rokkan Centre. 
   1998-2011: Senior Researcher, Institute for Research in Economics  
     and Business Administration (SNF), Bergen. 
   1997-1998: PriceWaterhouseCoopers (Coopers and Lybrand), Senior 
     Consultant. 
   1994-1997: Researcher, Institute for Research in Economics and  
     Business Administration (SNF), Bergen. 
   1990-1993: Research Council of Norway Ph.D. scholarship,   
     Department of Economics, University of Bergen. 
   1989-1990: Junior Professional, UNIDO, Field Office, Lusaka, Zambia. 
   1988-1989: Planner, Chief Administrative Office (Rådmann), City of 
     Bergen.  
 
 
Teaching experiences  From 1994 and onwards, engaged at several occasion    
   teaching at bachelor level, Department of Economics, University of  
   Bergen.  I have been teaching regularly on HELØK 610 since 2011. 
 

Major Research 
Interests  

Health Economics  
Evaluation of Public Sector Reforms 
Labour supply, pensions and ageing 
Incentives 
 

 
 
Scientific papers in 
progress 
 
 
 

 
 

• “The Matthew Effect in nursing home dementia care: why informal 
care time matters”   

• “Health Status, Life Expectancy and early claiming of Pensions”  
• ” Patient Pathways, Multimorbidity and 30-day Survival Rates” 

submitted to BMC Health Services. 
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Participation in 
ongoing research 
projects financed by 
the Research Council 
of Norway (specific 
programmes) 
 
 
 
 
Selected Publications 

 
 

• Live@home.path (Research Council, BEDRE BEHANDLING)  
• Promoting labour market participation among the chronically ill - a 

comparative study (Research Council, HELSEVEL)  
• Unfit or unqualified? Understanding the impact of health and 

qualifications on school and labour market exclusion (Research 
Council, SYKEFRAVAER)  

• The ‘politics’ of a changing institutional ecology: coordinating and 
prioritizing healthcare and welfare services in the municipal 
landscape (‘welcare’) (Research Council, Strategic Projects) 

 
 

• “Coordination of health care – The case of emergency admissions at 
hospital“, Islam, M.K. & Kjerstad, E., Eur J Health Econ (2019) 20: 
525.  

• “The Ambiguous Effect of GP Competition – The case of Admissions 
to Hospitals”, 2016, Health Economics, First published 14 October 
2016, DOI: 10.1002/hec.3439.  

• ”Kommunale pleie- og omsorgstjenester- en studie av eldre med og 
uten nære pårørende”, Samfunnsøkonomen, 2016.   

• “Reablement in community-dwelling older adults: A cost-
effectiveness analysis alongside a randomized controlled trial”, 
Health Economics Review, 2016, 6(1), 1-10. 

• “Prioritization and the Elusive Effect on Welfare – A Norwegian 
Health Care Reform Revisited”, Social Science & Medicine, 2015, 
128, 290-300. 

• “Reablement in community-dwelling adults: study protocol for a 
randomised controlled trial”, BMC Geriatrics 2014, 14:139.  

• “Between two beds – Inappropriately Delayed Discharges from 
Hospitals”, International Journal of Health Care Finance and 
Economics, 2013, 13:201-217.  

• “Interdependency between social care and hospital care – the case 
of length of stay”, European Journal of Public Health, 2012 Vol. 23, 
No. 6, 927-933.  

• “Does monetary punishment crowd out pro-social motivation? A 
natural experiment on hospital length of stay”, 2010, Journal of 
Economic Behavior & Organization, Volume 75, Issue 2, August, 
Pages 261-267.  

• “Auctions vs Negotiations – A Study of Price Differentials”, Health 
Economics, 2005, Vol. 14, Issue 12, December, 1239-1251. 

 • “Skill formation among vocational rehabilitation clients – public 
policy vs private incentives”, Education Economics, 2003, Vol. 11, 
No. 3, 221-237.  

• “A Low-Key Social Insurance Reform – Effects of Multidisciplinary 
Outpatient Treatment for Back Pain Patients in Norway,” Journal of 
Health Economics, 2003, Vol. 22, 747-762.  

• “Prospective Funding of General Hospitals in Norway – Incentives 
for Higher Production?” 2003, International Journal of Health Care 
Finance and Economics, Vol. 3, 231-251. 

• Finansiering av helsesektoren: Insentiver for volum, kvalitet og 
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tilgjengelighet, Samfunnsøkonomen, 2002, Nr. 5, 56. Årgang, 22-27.  
• “Public Policy and Private Incentives”, Dr. polit. thesis, University of 

Bergen, Department of Economics, 2002. 
• “Procurement Auctions with Entry of Bidders,” International Journal 

of Industrial Economics, 2000, Vol. 18, 1243-1257. 
  

Books (contributions 
in Norwegian) 

• Samhandling mellom spesialisthelsetjenesten og de kommunale 
pleie- og omsorgstjenestene (med Tor Helge Holmås), i Et 
helsevesen uten grenser? Haug, Kaarbøe og Olsen (red.), Cappelen 
Akademiske Forlag, 2010.   

• Statlig eierskap av sykehus – valg av selskapsformer (med Oddvar 
Kaarbøe), i Helse, økonomi og politikk, Askildsen og Haug (red), 
Cappelen Akademiske Forlag, 2001. 

• Styring og regulering av helsesektoren (med Kåre P. Hagen), i Helse, 
økonomi og politikk, Askildsen og Haug (red), Cappelen Akademiske 
Forlag, 2001. 

 
Selected  research 
reports (in 
Norwegian)  

o  
• Evaluering av rettighetsfestingen av brukerstyrt personlig assistanse 

(BPA), Rettighetsfesting av BPA – store forventninger, betinget 
suksess Rapport 2–2017. Bergen: Uni Research Rokkansenteret. 

• Evaluering av tilskuddsordning for helse- og 
rehabiliteringstjenester, Delrapport 3, R(07/10), Samfunns- og 
næringslivsforskning AS (SNF), Bergen. Rapporten er skrevet på 
oppdrag fra Arbeids- og inkluderingsdepartementet. 

• Evaluering av tilskuddsordning for helse- og 
rehabiliteringstjenester, Delrapport 2, R(24/09), Samfunns- og 
næringslivsforskning AS (SNF), Bergen. Rapporten er skrevet på 
oppdrag fra Arbeids- og inkluderingsdepartementet. 

• Evaluering av tilskuddsordning for helse- og 
rehabiliteringstjenester, Delrapport 1, R(18/08), Samfunns- og 
næringslivsforskning AS (SNF), Bergen. Rapporten er skrevet på 
oppdrag fra Arbeids- og inkluderingsdepartementet. 

• Konkurranse i spesialisthelsetjenesten? R(25/06), Samfunns- og 
næringslivsforskning AS (SNF), Bergen. Rapporten skrevet på 
oppdrag fra Konkurransetilsynet.  

 
 

  
  
  

 


